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Garden of Gethsemane (5 minutes)

Gather everyone back together. The team members playing Peter, James and John 
pretend to be asleep at the front of the room. Point them out to the children, 
wondering who they are and what they are doing there. Get the children to shout to 
wake them up.

(Peter, James and John wake up and are startled to see everyone.)

Peter: Where are we? What’s happening?

James: Who are all these people?

Leader: We’re here doing an event to find out about Easter. Who are you, and why 
were you sleeping?

John: Were we sleeping?

Leader: Yes!

Peter: Oh, not again.

James: We just can’t seem to stay awake. 

John: It’s just like what happened in the garden.

Leader: In the garden?

Peter: Just before Jesus died. I’m Peter and this is James and John. We’re some of 
his followers.

James: Judas had gone off to betray Jesus, and Jesus knew what was going to 
happen. He was sad and troubled, so he went to the garden to pray to God. He asked 
us to pray too, and we did try…

John: We really did try, but we just couldn’t stay awake.

Peter: It was embarrassing. Three times he asked us to pray, and three times we fell 
asleep.

James: Then Judas showed up. He had a gang of men with him, and he pointed Jesus 
out to them and they arrested him.

Peter: I wanted to defend Jesus, so I grabbed my sword, but Jesus told me to put it 
away.

John: He said he could have asked and God would have sent angels to rescue him, 
but that he had to go with the men because this was part of God’s plan. It was what 
the prophets had written about.

James: So he let them arrest him, and we just had to stand there and watch.
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Peter: It all worked out ok in the end, but it certainly didn’t feel like it at that moment. 

John: Anyway, sorry to interrupt your gathering. We’ll go now and leave you to it.

(Peter, James and John go off.)




