
Appendix 2: Drama – The Mystery Of The Missing Body

Note to leaders: The drama is designed to introduce the children to the events of the 
first Easter in an attention-grabbing way. It is based on the events recorded in the 
Bible, but it imagines how certain characters, e.g. Barabbas and the centurion, may 
have responded. For children with little knowledge of the Easter Story the aim is to 
catch their interest and leave them wanting to discover more (which they will do in 
the rest of the programme). For children who are more familiar with the story, the 
aim is to give them a fresh perspective and to help them consider what it might have 
been like for those who were there at the time.
The section following the drama includes an explanation to the children that some 
elements of the drama are imagined.

Characters: Presenter 1, Presenter 2, Miriam (on video), Barabbas, Claudius, Mary

An accompanying PowerPoint is provided as an additional document: The Mystery 
Of The Missing Body PowerPoint.

(You can create a video of Miriam’s report on Zoom by downloading image 2 from 
https://freebibleimages.org/photos/jesus-alive/ and setting it as your background. 
Then you can use the record feature on Zoom to film the report and insert the video 
into your PowerPoint. Alternatively, a ready-made version of Miriam’s report has 
been included.)

(Slide 1) Theme music (as the music plays, Presenters 1 and 2, Barabbas and Claudius 
come and take their positions at the front. Have the Presenters at the front and 
Barabbas and Claudius off to the side / at the back ready to step forward when it is 
time for their interviews.) 

Presenter 1: Good afternoon, and welcome to this special news report. 
Today we have a very interesting, and very strange story to explore – a real-life 
mystery. 

Presenter 2: (Slide 2) Over the last few years, we have followed the story of Jesus, 
the famous teacher and miracle-worker from Nazareth. (Slide 3) Just a week ago 
he rode into Jerusalem, welcomed as king by the excited crowds. However, events 
took a dramatic turn when Jesus was arrested late on Thursday night and (Slide 4) 
we thought that his story had come to an end on Friday afternoon when Jesus was 
nailed to a cross and put to death. 

Presenter 1: However, the story of Jesus continues. This morning, we have received 
reports that the tomb has been found open and Jesus’ body is gone! 
What could have happened? Join us as we investigate. 

(Slide 5) Short theme music 

Presenter 2: Today, as we explore the mystery of Jesus’ missing body, let’s go first to 
his tomb where our reporter Miriam is on the scene. Hello, Miriam, can you hear us? 

Miriam (on video – Slide 6): Yes, hello, I am here outside Jesus’ tomb, and there’s no 
question that something very strange has happened. I arrived here this morning to 
be greeted by a hysterical woman telling me that Jesus was alive! I think she was one 
of Jesus’ followers, but she rushed off, saying she had to get to Galilee. She seemed 
a bit… confused. I mean, we all saw Jesus die. 

https://freebibleimages.org/photos/jesus-alive/


Anyway, it is very strange. The tomb is open and there is no sign at all of the guards 
who stood outside. There are some reports that they were taken ill, but this is still 
unclear. 

Inside the tomb, I can see the cloths that Jesus’ body was wrapped in, but no sign at 
all of the body itself. It really is a mystery! 

Presenter 2: Thanks, Miriam. It certainly is. Please keep us posted as the story 
develops. 

Presenter 1: (Slide 7) We also have some guests here in the studio that we’re hoping 
can shed some light on the situation. First of all, we’re going to speak to two people 
who were present when Jesus died - Barabbas and Claudius. 

(Barabbas and Claudius come forward.) 

Presenter 1: Now, Barabbas, let’s hear from you first. What can you tell us about the 
death of Jesus? 

Barabbas: It shouldn’t have been him. It should have been me. He didn’t deserve to 
die. 

Presenter 1: What do you mean? 

Barabbas: We’d both been put on trial, and both of us were sentenced to death. 
I knew I deserved it, but he didn’t. He hadn’t done anything wrong, but for some 
reason the crowd seemed to be against him. 
(Slide 8) Since it was the Passover, the custom is that one prisoner is set free, so 
Pilate, the governor, gave the crowd a choice – free Jesus or free me. Well, it was 
obvious who they were going to choose, wasn’t it? 
(Slide 9) I could hardly believe it when I heard the crowd shouting my name! Why 
would they want to free me rather than him? 
Anyway, I was set free, I thought I’d hang around to see what happened. (Slide 10) 
The whole time he was on that cross I just kept thinking it should have been me. 
And then, while he was hanging there, he spoke to one of the thieves on the cross 
beside him, telling him he would be with him in paradise. There’s certainly something 
different about Jesus.

Presenter 1: And do you have any idea what could have happened to his body? 

Barabbas: (Slide 11) No idea at all. 

Presenter 1: Thank you Barabbas. 

Presenter 2: Now, Claudius, you were there too when Jesus was crucified. I believe 
you were the centurion in charge of the crucifixion. 

Claudius: That’s right. And we did it properly. I’ve been in the crucifixion business for 
twenty years and we know how to make sure they’re dead. There’s no question at all 
of him still being alive. I do wish there was though. 

Presenter 2: Wait a minute. You crucified Jesus, and yet you wish he was alive? 

Claudius: Yes, I know it sounds crazy. Like I say, I’ve been crucifying people for  



twenty years, but never anyone like Jesus. He was… different. 

Claudius: (Slide 12) Well, he seemed so calm. Usually the people we crucify are 
terrified, but it seemed like he was the one in control. Do you know what he did as 
he was being nailed to the cross? He prayed and asked God to forgive the soldiers! 
Then, like Barabbas said, when he spoke to that thief… He seemed so sure of what 
he was doing and where he was going. 
When he died, there was only one conclusion I could draw – this man was the Son of 
God… and we killed him! 

Presenter 2: What happened to his body after he died? 

Claudius: A man called Joseph asked to take it and bury it, so Pilate gave permission. 
(Slide 13) Joseph had a tomb and that’s where he put the body. That’s all I know… Oh, 
except that Pilate asked for guards to be sent there to watch the tomb. According to 
the Jewish leaders, Jesus had said he would rise from the dead on the third day, and 
they wanted to be sure that his disciples wouldn’t steal the body and pretend he had 
risen from the dead. 
You don’t think… you don’t think that’s what happened? 

Presenter 2: (Slide 14) What? That his disciples stole the body? 

Claudius: No, of course not! I assigned the best guards to that tomb. They would 
never have managed it. What I mean is… you don’t think, he actually has risen from 
the dead? 

Presenter 2: Em… well…no, I don’t. That would be ridiculous! 

(Mary bursts into the studio.) 

Mary: He’s alive, he’s alive! 

Presenter 1: Excuse me, madam, we are in the middle of a news report here. You 
can’t just burst in. 

Mary: But Jesus is alive! It’s actually true. I saw him! 

Presenter 2: Wait a minute. Who are you? 

Mary: I’m Mary – one of his closest friends. We went this morning to take oils and 
spices to put on his body, and he wasn’t there! 

Presenter 1: Yes, we know the tomb was empty. That’s the whole point of this 
programme, but what makes you think he’s alive? There are lots of other possible 
explanations. 

Mary: But there was an angel. 

Presenter 1: An angel? 

Mary: Yes, and he said, “Jesus is not here; he has risen from the dead.” He said to go 
and tell his other friends, so we went, and I was still a bit confused, but then I actually 



saw him for myself. Jesus is alive! … Don’t look at me like that. I’m not mad! It’s true! 
Just you wait. You’ll see for yourself! 

Presenter 2: Unfortunately our time is up, so that brings us to the end of this rather 
 unusual news report. What really happened to Jesus’ body? 

Mary: He’s alive! 

Presenter 2: (ignoring Mary and carrying on) That question remains unanswered, 
but we will continue to investigate. We’ll be back with an update at 6pm. Until then, 
goodbye. 

(Slide 15) Theme music 




