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We hope you enjoyed
The Big ADVENTure!

This booklet will help you continue exploring the Bible to discover even more
about why Jesus’ coming is so important. There is something to do each day for
twelve days as you get ready to celebrate Christmas!

This is a prayer from the Bible that you can use each day before you start
reading, asking God to help you get to know him more as you explore the Bible:

“Open my eyes so that 1 can see

the wonderful truths in your law.”
(Psalm 119:18)

All Bible quotations are taken from the New International Readers’ Version

Video Credits
Days 2, 3 and 5: Saddleback Kids
Days 6-11: Lumo Project
Day 12: Crossroads Kids Club



Sometimes we think the story of
Jesus begins at Christmas, but it
actually starts long before that.

Read these words from the
Bible, written by one of Jesus’
followers, John.
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Every time you see “the Word” in the
Bible verses, draw a around it.
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Later John writes about what happened
at Christmas:

“The Word became a human being.
He made his home with us.”
(John1:14)

How amazing is that! The one who was
with God in the beginning, who made
everything, and who was God, came to
live on earth as a tiny baby!

In the beginning,
the Word was already
there. The Word was with
God, and the Word was God.
He was with God in the beginning.
All things were made through him.
Nothing that has been made was
made without him. Life was in him,
and that life was the light for

all people.

(John 1:1-4)
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When John talks about “the Word,”
he means Jesus.

Read the Bible passage again, but
every time you see “the Word,”
replace it with the name “Jesus.”
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Use a different colour and

all the facts we learn about Jesus

from John’s words, for example,

“In the beginning, the Word was
already there”.



Yesterday we thought about
how Jesus was with God in the
beginning. Today we're going to
go back to the very beginning
of the Bible. It will help to set
the scene for understanding
Christmas!

In the
beginning, God
created the heavens and
the earth... God created
human beings in his own
likeness. He created them to be
like himself. He created them
as male and female... God saw
everything he had made. And
it was very good.

Some of the verses are printed
in the bauble, but to get the
full story, you can scan the QR
code to watch a short video.
You can also find it at bit.ly/
bigadventureday2 If you have
a Bible, you could read Genesis
chapter 1, or you can read the
Bible at biblegateway.com - just
search for Genesis 1.

(Genesis 1:1,27,31)
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Have you ever made something you
were really proud of? Draw or write
about it in the box.
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The Bible says that God created everything, and he
was very pleased with it. He said it was very good!

What do you like best about the world God created?
Draw or write it in the box here.

God'’s favourite part was people! He made human
beings to know him and to love him.
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We read yesterday about how
God made the world and it was
good, and once he had made
people he said it was very good.

There are still lots of things
about the world that are very
good, but there are also some

things that are very bad.

What bad things do you see
in the world today? What bad
things do people do? Draw or

write some below.

The Bible tells us how the problems
started. You can read about this in
Genesis 3 or watch a video at:

bit.ly/bigadventureday3

or by scanning the QR code below.
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Sin entered
the world because
one man sinned. And
death came because
of sin. Everyone sinned,
so death came to all
people.

(Romans 5:12)

l.l

Adam and Eve disobeyed God by eating the
fruit. They chose to say no to God and do
what they wanted instead — the Bible calls
this sin.

It seemed like a small thing that Adam and

Eve did, but the consequences were huge.

Sin spoiled their relationship with God and

with each other. This wasn't just a problem
for them; it’s a problem we all have.

There was nothing that people could do to

fix it, but God had a plan and, as we'll see,
it’s all about Jesus!
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So far we’ve discovered that God
made the world and it was very
good, but then people chose to

disobey God, and it was
spoiled by sin.

In the Old Testament (the first
part of the Bible, which tells us
about events before Jesus was
born), God chose the Israelites to
be his people. The Israelites were
slaves, but God rescued them and
he did some amazing miracles.

A man called Nehemiah looked
back over his people’s history and
he prayed to God. He remembered

God’s powerful rescue.

“by day you led the Israclites with a pillar of cloud.
At night you led them wvith a pillar of fire...

You saw how
our people of long
ago suffered in Egypt. You
heard them cry out to you
at the Red Sea... You parted
the waters of the Red Sea for
the Israelites. They passed
through it on dry ground.

(Nehemiah 9:9,11)
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He thought about how God had led his
people and provided all they needed.

When the people were hungry, you gave them bread from heaven. When
they were thirsty, you brought them water out of a rock.”

(Nehemiah 9:12,15)

Continues on next pam
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Then he thought about how the
people had continued to ignore God
even though he had shown them his

power and goodness.

“Dut our people before ug
became proud and stubborn.
They didn't obey your
commands. They refused to listen
to you. They forgot the miracles
you had done among them. So
they became stubborn.”

(Nehemiah 9:16-17a)

1
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And lastly he remembered that
God didn’t give up on his people.
He still cared about them, and he still
had a plan to deal with sin.

“but you are a God who
forgives. lou are gracious. lou
are tender and kind. You are
slow to get angry. lou are full
of love. So you didn’t
desert them.”

(Nehemiah 9:17b)

Below are some of the words used to describe God in what we have read today.
Can you find them in the wordsearch?

BIR|F|F|T|L|X|R|I |Y|A]|O
PlE|lQ|P|R|O|V ]I |D|E|R]Q FAITHFUL
LIU|F|R|E|W|O|P|D]|S|K]|Z LOVING
Lic|x|L|F|M|T|Cc|u|G|zZ]|G GRACIOUS
O|S|A|D|Y|A|[B|O|N|D]|Y |U KIND
VIE[W|W[A|T]|I [I {M|[H]|E|I RESCUER
| |[R|{X|O|E|C|V|T|M|R|L|D PROVIDER
N|N|JU|N|A|I |[K|C|H|D|P]|E GUIDE
G|B|[D|R|G|E|I |[X|[N]|F]|L|P POWERFUL
RIE[G|R|M|[G|N|R|G|S]|U|H FORGIVING
R|{X|o|D|Y|K|D|O|Uu|Uu|Q|L TENDER
HIF|K|J|P|E|G|N|M|E|P|T
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How do you feel when you’re
waiting for something? Think
about waiting for something
exciting like your birthday or
going on holiday, or just now as
you wait for Christmas.

Use the circle to draw an emoji
that shows what you look like
when you’re waiting.

1

The Israelites had been waiting
for a L-O-N-G time for God’s
solution to the problem of sin.
While they were waiting, he gave
them promises of hope through
people called prophets, and he
told them more about the one he
would send.

9

You can watch a video at
bit.ly/bigadventureday5
or by scanning the QR code to
learn more about the prophets
and their messages.

A child will be
born to us. A son will be
given to us. He will rule over
us. And he will be called Wonderful
Counsellor and Mighty God.
(Isaiah 9:6-7)

Bethlehem Ephrathah, you might not be
an important town in the nation of Judah.
But out of you will come for me a ruler
over Israel.
(Micah 5:2)

Ll

Look at the first four words in the
verse from Isaiah and the first word in
the verse from Micah.

A child will be born - Bethlehem
Does that remind you of something?
These words were written hundreds of
years before Jesus was born, showing

that his birth was a very special part of
God’s plan.
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Today we're finally going to look at
the start of the Christmas Story!
After all those years of waiting
and hoping, God sent an angel to
a woman called Mary, telling her

about her very special partin
his plan.

Do not be
afraid, Mary. God is
very pleased with you.
You will become pregnant
and give birth to a son. You
must call him Jesus. He will be
great and will be called the
Son of the Most High God.

You can read about it in
Luke 1:26-38 or watch the video

at bit.ly/bigadventureday6
or by scanning the QR code.

(Luke 1:30-32)

3

How do you think Mary felt about receiving
this message? Draw or write your answer in
the box.

L'

At first she was confused and a bit scared. She wasn’t anybody special, and she didn’t
see how it could possibly be true. But then she realised how amazing it was that God
wanted her to play such a special part in his plan.

Unscramble the words below to see how she responded.
(If you're stuck, you can find the answer in Luke 1:38.)

| REESV ETH RODL

S Mary chose to say yes to the adventure
of trusting and obeying God.
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Have you ever heard something
unbelievable that turned out to be
true? Write or draw about it in the
box, or draw what your face would

look like as you heard the news.

The baby inside
her is from the Holy
Spirit. She is going to
have a son. You must give
him the name Jesus. That's
because he will save his people
from their sins.”

(Matthew 1:21)

2

Yesterday we thought about Mary and the unbelievable news she received from the
angel — she would give birth to a child who would be the Son of God. Mary was engaged
to a man called Joseph. Today we’re going to think about how he took the news.

You canread about it in Matthew 1:18-25 or you can watch a video at

bit.ly/bigadventureday?7 or by scanning the QR code. (The part we’re looking at today is
just the first two minutes of the video—we’ll think about the rest another day!)

LI

Back on day 3 we thought about the
problem of sin. Christmas is about God’s
plan to provide the solution.

What would you like to say to God? You
might want to say thank you, or you might

want to ask a question. ﬂ [u]

10 Scah MQI
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Finally, the moment everyone
had been waiting for arrived.
Mary gave birth to her baby.

The one God had promised to

save his people had come!

That’s what we’re reading about
today. You canfinditin
Luke 2:1-7 or watch the first part
(1 min 20s) of the video by going

to bit.ly/bigadventureday8 or by
scanning the QR code.

While Joseph
and Mary were there,

the time came for the child

to be born. She gave birth to

her first baby. It was a boy. She
wrapped him in large strips of cloth.
Then she placed him in a manger.
That’s because there was no guest
room where they could stay.

(Luke 2:6-7)

3

One of the names given to Jesus was Immanuel.

Solve the code below to find out what the name means.

D G H

% $ !

O S T U W

& £ + = #

$ & %
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The angel said
to them, “Do not be
afraid. | bring you good
news. It will bring great joy
for all the people. Today in the
town of David a Saviour has
been born to you. He is the
Messiah, the Lord.”

When a king is born, who would
you expect to be the first people
to hear the news? Probably their
family, and then all the other rich,

important people.

But when Jesus was born, the first
people to be told were a group
of shepherds. You can read their
story in Luke 2:8-20 or watch a
video by going to
bit.ly/bigadventureday9 or by
scanning the QR code.

(Luke 2:10-11)

3 1

It was for all the people, even very
ordinary people like the shepherds. And
the good news is for all of us today too.
What did the shepherds do when they
heard the good news?

Who did the angel say the good
news was for?

s

They went to see for themselves, to find out more.
What are some of the ways you could find out more about the good news of Jesus?

There are some ideas at the back of this booklw

12 Scah M(’.'
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We thought already about how
it feels when you're waiting for
something exciting to happen.
But what about when the waiting
is finally over?

Simeon took
Jesus in his arms
and praised God. He said,
“Lord, you are the King over
all. Now let me, your servant,
go in peace. That is what you
promised. My eyes have seen
your salvation.

Use the circle to draw an emoji
showing how you feel.

(Luke 2:28-30)

1

There are two people in the Christmas Story who had been waiting for a long time for
the Saviour, and the day they were waiting for finally came.

Their names were Simeon and Anna. You can read their story in Luke 2:22-40 or watch
a video by going to bit.ly/bigadventuredayl0 or by scanning the QR code.

l.l

How do you think Simeon and Anna felt
when they saw Jesus and knew that God'’s
promise had come true?

Draw or write it in the box.

13 T
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When they saw
the star, they were filled
with joy. The Wise Men went
to the house. There they saw the
child with his mother Mary. They
bowed down and worshipped him.
Then they opened their treasures.
They gave him gold, frankincense
and myrrh.

What is the best gift you’ve ever
received? Write ordraw itin
the box.

(Matthew 2:1-12)

3

Today we're thinking about some people who brought Jesus gifts.
We often see them in nativity scenes, but actually they arrived to see Jesus a bit
later because they had a long journey to get there.

You can read about the wise men in Matthew 2:1-12 or you can watch a video by
going to bit.ly/bigadventuredayl1 or by scanning the QR code.

In the verse above the gifts the wise men brought Jesus.

l.|

They seem like very strange gifts for a baby, but there was a reason for each of them:
Gold — fit for a king

Frankincense — used in worship

Myrrh — put on dead bodies... That gift seems especially

strange, but it was pointing ahead to Jesus’ death, which

would be very important. We’ll think a little bit about p

that tomorrow.

w  Scan mel
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God so loved
the world that he
gave his one and only
Son. Anyone who believes
in him will not die but will have
eternal life. God did not send his
Son into the world to judge the
world. He sent his Son to save
the world through him.

/—'

We're coming to the end of our journey
through the Christmas Story, but it’s
not the end of the story of Jesus.

A big part of the reason why Christians
celebrate Christmas is because of .
what Jesus went on to do. (John 3:16-17)
The books of Matthew, Mark, Luke and
Johnin the Bible tell us about some of
the things he taught and the amazing
miracles he did:

Healing people who were sick S
Calming a storm just by speaking to it The main reason Jesus came was to
deal with the problem of sin, taking the
Feeding thousands of people with one punishment so that people could be
boy’s lunch... forgiven and so they could know God and

be with him forever.
And those are just a few examples!
He did this by dying on the cross, and on
the third day he was raised to life again!

l.l

Watch the video at
bit.ly/bigadventuredayl12
or scan the QR code to hear more
about what Jesus did and why he is
so important.

L o b o b b & 4
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The adventure continues...

Jesus is not just for Christmas. Knowing him and following him can be a
life-long adventure! If you would like to find out more about Jesus and keep
exploring the Bible, here are some ways:

Get involved in an SU Group at your school. Ask a
parent/carer to check with the leader of The Big

ADVENTure or email: info@suscotland.org.uk to find
out if there is a group in your school.

Come to an SU weekend or holiday. There are lots

of fun activities as well as the chance to explore the
Bible some more! Find out more at: suholidays.org.uk

Read the Bible for yourself. If you'd like a book to
help with that, Best News Ever by Chris Morphew

will take you through the book of Mark to help you
discover more about Jesus.

)
L
1
|
|

1

anii!
HH”

™ il

‘ Wi e
li g . ,44;
’6 *

Scripture Union Scotland is registered in Scotland as a charity (n0.SC011222)
and as a company limited by guarantee (n0.SC54297). Registered office: 70 Milton Street, Glasgow, G4 OHR.



